














































22PART D

Australia was at the forefront of democratic 
innovation in the 19th century with the 
introduction of secret ballots and extending 
the voting franchise. We need to lead again 
with a systematic and far-reaching approach 
and program to democratic reform that re-
aligns our political and policy system with the 
contemporary conditions it is meant to both 
direct and serve.

To reiterate, this recommended roadmap for 
renewal is based on the premise that reforming 
our democratic system means revisiting and 
rebuilding its foundations, not patching up the 
walls. 

‘Time is running out’ is an often-used phrase to 
make the case for urgent action in important 
areas of public policy. But in relation to 
the deepening problems with Australia’s 
democracy, this is the stark truth. If the public 
standing of our democratic system – which 
relies intrinsically on the people’s trust and 
engagement to maintain its legitimacy – 
continues to decline at the rate we have seen 
over the last decade, the reality is that we will 
reach a point of no return within 10 to 15 years. 
In other words, public trust in our political 
system will become so degraded and irreversible 
that we will reach a tipping point where no 
reform – regardless of its nature or scope – will 
restore its functionality or representativeness. 

To put the challenge in even starker perspective, 
this means we have around three to four 
electoral cycles not to just start the process of 
democratic renewal, but propel it with a sense 
of purpose that reverses public distrust and 
disengagement in our democratic system and 
puts it back on the road to 21st century relevance 
and functionality. Therefore, it is critical that our 
political leaders also recognise the urgency of 
the task and commit to the democratic renewal 
process.

The alternative is a democracy without the 
people and without coherent policy direction or 
purpose, which is no democracy at all.
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WE WILL REACH A POINT  
OF NO RETURN WITHIN  

10 TO 15 YEARS

CONCLUSION – RENEW  
OR WITHER DEMOCRACY?




























